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Editor’s Foreword
	 With	 this	 volume	 of	 rWp,	 we	 would	 like	 to	 state	 explicitly	
what	has	heretofore	remained	implicit	in	the	nature	of	the	journal:	
its	mission.	 	Our	hope	 is	 to	clarify	 this	mission	for	our	 readers,	








rWp: An Annual of Robert Penn Warren Studies




































































































 Again, I invite readers to flesh out and elaborate upon this list, 
preferably	in	the	form	of	submissions	for	publication.		The	same	




















whole man, a whole (though not necessarily a unified) sensibility. 























Jonathan Eller for recruiting such an excellent scholar to fulfill the 
need	and	Prof.	Condon	for	taking	on	the	responsibility.
	 The	 essays	 in	 this	 volume	 also	 show	 the	 variety	 of	 ways	
the annual’s mission can be fulfilled.  Bill McCarron and Paul 
Knoke	 take	 a	 new	 look	 at	 narrative	 technique	 and	 the	 use	 of	
autobiographical	materials.		James	A.	Perkins	and	Nicole	Camastra	
both	 make	 use	 of	 manuscript	 materials,	 as	 does	 Nathan	 Snow,	
although	in	Snow’s	case,	these	are	the	manuscript	materials	made	
available	to	us	by	Noel	Polk	in	the	Restored	Edition	of	All the King’s 
Men.		Leverett	Butts	takes	another	look	at	“The	Briar	Patch”	using	
an	autobiographical	framing	device	similar	to	that	used	by	Warren	
himself	 in	 several	works.	 	Finally,	 new	names	 should	be	 added	
to	the	lists	above	according	to	Camastra	(Blaise	Pascal),	Joseph	
Wensink	 (Josiah	 Royce),	 and	 Grimshaw	 (Francis	 Steegmuller).	
Prof.	Grimshaw	also	highlights	what	strikes	me	as	a	crucial	question	
for	the	future	of	Warren	studies:	if	Warren	is	currently	being	omitted	
from	anthologies	and	excluded	from	curricula,	then	how	will	the	
teachers	being	trained	now	know	to	teach	him	in	the	future?		I	invite	
potential	contributors	to	rWp	to	consider	this	crucial	issue	and	to	
submit	materials	that	address	it.		These	could	include	pedagogical	
materials	of	all	sorts	and	for	all	levels	of	education:	Warren	works	
that	have	been	successful,	approaches	and	assignments	that	have	
been	successful—anything	on	the	teaching	of	Warren.		What	can	
we	do	to	ensure	that	the	spirit	of	Robert	Penn	Warren	lives	on	in	
the	schools?																																																										
Mark	D.	Miller
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